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STATEMENT BY MALAYSIA

BIENNIAL HIGH-LEVEL PANEL DISCUSSION 
ON THE QUESTION OF THE DEATH PENALTY

THEME: THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE JUDICIARY 
TO THE ADVANCEMENT OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
AND THE QUESTION OF THE DEATH PENALTY

58TH REGULAR SESSION OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL

Mr President,

Manifesting Malaysia’s commitment in strengthening human rights, the Abolition of Mandatory Death Penalty Act 2023, which abolished the mandatory death penalty and natural life imprisonment, was enacted in April 2023.

2. The role of the Malaysian judiciary was enhanced by the retrospective application of the Abolition of Mandatory Death Penalty Act 2023 which allowed the courts the option, on appeal, to impose the alternative sentence provided under the law upon any person on whom a death sentence had been passed before the law came into force.

3. Whereas for some 1,021 individuals on death row and/or serving natural life imprisonment who had exhausted the appellate process, a new legislation titled the Revision of Sentence of Death and Imprisonment for Natural Life (Temporary Jurisdiction of the Federal Court) Act 2023 was enacted to allow the Federal Court of Malaysia to review the said sentences. 

4. Further, the Malaysian legal system also ensures that those facing the death penalty have access to legal representation and anyone sentenced to death in Malaysia has a right to appeal the sentence. This complements Malaysia’s comprehensive effort to ensure access to justice and is in line with human rights principles. The Malaysian judiciary hence plays a vital role in safeguarding the rights of those facing the death penalty. 

5. Malaysia is committed to ensuring that these mechanisms and safeguards, especially with the recent legal reforms, are upheld and implemented.

6. In the upshot, the Human Rights Council’s continued facilitation of constructive, inclusive, and transparent dialogue on advancing human rights in the context of death penalty is most welcomed and ought to be continued. Our enriching exchange should seek to bridge differences, cultivate understanding of the various constraints faced by one another and forge common ground.

Thank you.
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