Special Rapporteur

Good afternoon Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I regret that I cannot be with you today.  My message to you is the same whether in person or remotely:  The situation in Haiti requires immediate and decisive action.  There is not another day to waste.  
I visited Haiti from 2-8 March on my fourth official visit as the Designated Expert.  I have lived and worked in Haiti periodically since the first UN human rights mission there in 1993.  Human rights violations have reached a scale and intensity that I have never seen before in Haiti.
The fear is palpable:  in people’s eyes and in their voices.  The capital is almost entirely controlled and surrounded by gangs, making Port-au-Prince a large open-air prison.  There is no safe way to enter or leave the capital except by helicopter.  Gangs are invading previously safe neighborhoods killing, raping and burning houses, businesses, churches and schools. I saw steel barriers on roads leading in to the few safe neighborhoods remaining. Armed men guard these gates and control who leaves and enters.  In some cases they kill and burn the bodies of people they suspect of being gang members.
Le tribut payé par les enfants reste énorme.  Des millions d'entre eux ont été témoins de violences qu'aucun enfant ne devrait jamais avoir à voir.  Des centaines de milliers d'entre eux n'ont pas pu aller à l'école en sécurité.  Une nouvelle année scolaire a été perturbée et les enfants ont pris encore plus de retard.  Des jeunes filles ayant survécu à des violences sexuelles nous ont raconté les horreurs qu'elles ont subies de la part des gangs. Pourtant, comme pour de nombreux Haïtiens, les gangs n'ont pas brisé leur moral.  Une survivante nous a dit qu'elle rêvait de devenir psychologue pour pouvoir aider d'autres survivantes de violences sexuelles. This is what gives me hope despite the catastrophic situation and the horrific statistics on the human rights abuses:  the Haitian people remain unbowed.  They will not give up and neither should we.
The crisis in Haiti is challenging but it can and must be addressed.  The solutions are straightforward and well known.  The nations of the world must provide the Multinational Support Mission led by Kenya what it needs to succeed in buttressing the Haitian National Police. That means more personnel, helicopters, more and better vehicles, better protective gear and night-vision goggles. 
The sanctions regime authorized by the Security Council must be ramped up quickly.  The financial and political backers of the gangs must pay a price for their crimes:  freeze bank accounts, seize assets, annul visas.  They must face justice and be held accountable- Private sector actors have told me that the powerful elites benefiting from the violence fear these sanctions.
The international community must do more to stop the flow of weapons and ammunitions into Haiti.  The gangs could not survive very long without them.  I welcome the recent seizures in the Dominican Republic of several large shipments of guns and bullets destined for Haiti and also the recent conviction in U.S. Federal Courts of several arms traffickers involved in shipments to Haiti.  But we need more vigorous action.
I urge this Council to mobilize all available resources to contribute to the Humanitarian Appeal for Haiti which remains underfunded.  Fewer and fewer Haitians enjoy access to the rights to education, adequate shelter, health care, clean water and food. 
There is a human rights emergency in Haiti.  The time for action is now.  If we wait much longer, there could be precious little left of Haiti to save.  

Thank you. 
 
 
 
